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Short Synopsis
India - Lovebirds are young rebel lovers that risk their life just to stay together. They escape their families and persecution from India’s ancient tradition of prohibiting marriage outside one’s caste or religion. Different stories of Lovebirds on the run interweave in a poor shelter in New Delhi. There to help them is Mr. Sachdev who leads the Love Commandos, a group of Indian activists supporting their rebel choices. 

Description
In India, you're running a big risk if you fall in love with someone from a different caste or religion. Being kicked out of the family or becoming the victim of an "honor killing" are just two of the possible consequences for lovers who choose to stay together against their families' wishes. This film follows a few couples that have rebelled and run away from home, fleeing their small villages in the countryside. They're welcomed into a dilapidated house in New Delhi, where Mr. Sachdev, who wholeheartedly supports their choice, takes the lovebirds under his wing. Together with his activist group of aid workers called the "Love Commandos," he supports the latter-day Romeos and Juliets with legal help and advice, and by mediating with the families and providing safe houses and protection against any possible acts of revenge from villagers. Twenty-somethings Arti and Sanjay got married in secret, and they hope to be able to reunite with their parents so they can lead a normal life. Will it ever be possible in India to marry for love? Along the way, the families also get to have their say. They are facing their own dilemmas: should they comply with the prevailing tradition or put their children's happiness first? 
Director’s Note
India is becoming a global power and this film took us behind the scenes of this fast developing country and its traditions. What strongly emerged was a deeper understanding of the feelings and choices which made young lovers escapees and prisoners, repudiated by their parents, friends, villages and by society at large. Their stories interweave on many levels and are linked by the voice of Mr. Sachdev who dreams of a caste-free society only based on love. 

Festivals and Prizes
In Official Mid-length Competition IDFA - International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam 2012 
In Official Competition Al Jazeera International Documentary Film Festival 2014 
Best Director Award Bangalore Short Film Festival 2014 (India)
Special Mention Ischia Film Festival 2013 (Italy)
Special Mention Doc Exposure Trani Film Festival 2013 (Italy)
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Mariachiara Illica Magrini – Wendy Film
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Director essential Bio-Filmograpy 
Name: Gianpaolo Bigoli.			  Nationality: Italian
Born in 1979, Communication Studies degree at Reggio Emilia University. Gianpaolo Bigoli attended Ermanno Olmi’s school “Ipotesi Cinema” in Bologna and worked together with Ermanno Olmi at some documentary-films. Since 2006 ha has been collaborating as author and director with several independent production companies in Emilia Romagna. 
Filmography: 
2013 «African Lullaby» 25 min. Burkina Faso. Prod. Wendy Film (In progress) 
2012 «Lovebirds – Rebel Lovers in India». 45 min. India. Prod. Wendy Film - Insana Srl in association with RaiTre (RaiDoc3). Selected in Official Mid-length Competition IDFA 2012 – Best Director Award Bangalore Short Film Festival 2014 (India) - Special Mention Ischia Film Festival 2013 - Special Mention Doc Exposure Trani Film Festival 2013
2009 «L'uomo con l'albero d'Olivo» (The Man with the Olive-tree) 45 min. Nepal.Prod. Coppini Srl and Wendy Film – Special Award Trento Film Festival 2009
2008 «Appunti sul Kivu». (Notes on Kivu) 30 min. Congo. Prod. Wendy Film.
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“La forma del cuore” di Barbara Raimondi. Edizioni Dodicilune
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